
READ         The News

My life changed forever this summer when my mom passed
away on August 16th, leaving our family heartbroken and
missing her immensely. But it didn’t take long to recognize that
not only does she continue to live in our hearts but in the
impact that her life has had on others. As a mother, she
instilled strength, determination, and the commitment to help
others. She dedicated her time to her family but always reached
beyond to the needs of others as well. She was an encourager,
caretaker, listener, and doer. She committed her time to
making the world a better place, whether through baking a pie,
growing beautiful flowers, spending time with her family,
volunteering her time to help others, or smiling with her
sparkling, green eyes. Thank you, mom, for sharing a piece of
heaven-on-earth while you gave your time for others and
continue to serve as a positive role model to me and many
more.  

In mom’s honor and through her inspiration, I encourage each
person to find a pathway to help others. There are many
opportunities listed throughout this newsletter. Whether
through mentoring, packing and delivering books, or sending
cards to seniors in nursing homes, find a way to make a person
feel cherished and important, especially during a time when
people may feel isolated and alone. Not only will their lives
change, but your life will also change, possibly serving as a
catalyst to inspire someone else to do the same.

Seeking ways to help others,

Cynthia A. Pape
Director/President

Dedicated to the memory of Pauline G. Winterstein.

The READing STARS program was not only special because
it brought such joy to others but because it was inspired by
my mom. Years ago, my parents served as mentors
themselves by visiting the school where I taught, working
with their special children every week for a number of
years. In fact, one of the students that she mentored
recently shared that my mom changed her life. Now an
adult, she recognized that mom taught her quite a bit and
helped her through her childhood. She recalled that she
saw her as a second grandmother because of the time and
dedication that she showed to her. Similarly, my mom truly
enjoyed the time that she spent with her student, anxious to
catch up each week and watch her grow. What a testament
to the benefits of time and dedication that a caring adult
can have on the life of a child! And in the same way, through
the READing STARS, mom enjoyed listening to the children
read to her just as she had done for others in the past. 
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Nearly four years ago, my mom
needed extra care that only a nursing
home could provide. During very
frequent visits, it became clear that
there were many more residents than
there were visitors for a variety of
reasons, such as, families, jobs,
distance, etc.  While it was evident that

my mom benefited greatly from the daily visits from my
dad, sister, and me, it seemed there must be a way to create
a similar experience for others. This led to launching the
now familiar READing STARS, which began in 2018. This
program brought children from five different schools to five
nursing homes on a weekly basis to read books to seniors,
bringing smiles, laughter, conversations, and newly formed
intergenerational bonds. 
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The READ Association of Saginaw
County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization whose mission is to 
help students improve their
reading skills and discover the joy
of reading.

        

The READ Association would like to honor Board of Director
members who have dedicated many years to helping achieve our
mission of helping students increase reading skills and discover the
joy of reading. While their time with READ has come to a close, we
wanted to recognize their time spent serving the Saginaw
community. 
 
Jan Hoffman served on the board from 2000-2020, playing a critical
role as Treasurer since 2002. Many nights and weekends were spent
working with finances and budgets, providing skills that were critical
to keep READ moving forward. 
 
Sue Smith was a board member from 2000-2020 after returning
from serving from 1994-1999. Sue’s marketing and media skills were
beneficial to promoting the READ Association in the community and
helping at local events. 
 
Mary Goedert not only served from 2011-2020 but also served as a
former READ President years earlier. Mary’s background in
education was essential to advocating for the need of children
learning to read and supporting the means to get there. 
 
We thank each one of these former Board members for going above
and beyond for the READ Association over many years and will miss
their kind personalities and passion to help many children in
Saginaw County. We thank each of you and will miss seeing your
faces around the boardroom table. Best wishes to all of you! 
 
 
 

We would like to give a huge shout out to "Frankenmuth Credit Union
Foundation for Our Communities" for their very generous donation of $17,750 for
Raising Readers Academy, our family literacy program designed to empower
parents to serve as their child’s first reading teacher through everyday activities!
These funds will be used to purchase books, teaching materials, and meals for
the families who attend. We are very thankful for their positive impact and
support of this essential program in our community. 
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Over the summer months we have tried to be 
innovative with volunteer opportunities. In June, 
we started the Digital Mentor Program in 
partnership with the Saginaw Intermediate School 
District. Training and sessions took place through 
Zoom and positive relationships, mentoring, and 
literacy assistance occurred through computer 
screens rather than face-to-face. Books were read, 
conversations took place, and bonds were formed 
from afar to create a different, but necessary, 
opportunity to meet. 
We will be starting a new 
digital mentor session in 
October for anyone who 
is interested.

Our second endeavor was to start a Book Home-Delivery 
Program. We wanted children to have books in their hands 
while they were away from school. To accomplish this, an 
offer was made on Facebook for parents to sign-up their 
children to receive 2-3 books for reading practice and 
pleasure. After two rounds of requests, 902 families signed 
up 1,524 children to receive 3,811 books! Volunteers signed up 
to safely select and package books based on grade level and 
interest at the READ Office and then delivered them to front 
porches all over Saginaw County. 
We are planning on continuing 
this program as long as mentors 
are notable to meet with their 
students and will need volunteers 
to help.

While the end of the school year was different than expected, we are now faced with a new school year
that is very similar. As some schools are presently operating completely online, other have worked out

a hybrid alternative, and still others are open daily for children to attend. However, in all instances,
volunteers are not allowed into the building to help children. With that, we appreciate your patience

as we navigate ways to continue to help children in our community.

We are also looking into using a reading program (Barton Reading & Spelling Program)
that provides six hours of online training to individuals who would like to provide a more
intense intervention session with their students when face-to-face opportunities
become available or may be possibly used online as well. This program is also
appropriate to use with teens or adults. We are looking for interested mentors to sign-up
for this opportunity.

Please take a few minutes to go to link below and fill out the survey to help us guide you
towards an alternate volunteer opportunity while we wait for in-person mentoring to be
possible. As you consider each option, please understand that further training and
instruction for each area will be provided at a later date. Also, be sure to fill out your
contact information so that we know who to contact for each area.

While we missed seeing all of you at our Annual Fall Orientation, we hope to hear from
you as you consider volunteering in a different way and we would be happy to add some
new faces as well. We don’t know if these changes are short-term or long-term, but we
can assure you that we will continue to advocate for literacy in our community through
whatever means possible, especially at a time when reading assistance is needed the
most.

Volunteer!

Digital Mentor Program  Book Home-Delivery Program

Additional Training

Please go to the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S3998HY 

Opportunities Available For Fall 2020
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SPOTLIGHT
 ON PROGRAMS



 
While local venues have been closed and
crowds are limited for face-to-face indoor
sessions, Raising Readers Academy held
meetings at the Janet H. Nash Riverfront
Preserve for Back-to-School learning and
fun. Parents went on a scavenger hunt
with their children to find creatures and
other living organisms that lived right
under their noses.  
 
Until restrictions are lifted, our family
literacy program will be meeting online
through Zoom. Parents will still receive
incentives for attending and children’s
books and hands-on materials will be
delivered to each home. The Raising
Readers Facebook page has also been set
up to provide online resources for parents
to use with their children at home. 
 
Raising Readers Academy is a family
literacy program designed to empower
parents to serve as their child’s first
reading teacher through everyday
activities. Please see the flyer in this
newsletter for upcoming sessions and be
sure to share with your family and friends.  
 
 

“Do things for others not because of who they are or what they
can do in return but because of who you are.” – Harold Kushner 

For current updates, and program photos follow READ on
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook: facebook.com/READinSaginaw

Raising Readers Academy Update 

Fall 2020



Alice Baldwin in memory 
     of Pauline Winterstein
Robert & Johanne Balwinski in 
     memory of Shirley List
Lorene Burnell in memory 
     of Earnest R. Burnell
Edward Coates
Martha Foster
Tracy Gibbons
Fred & Genie Herter
Dianne & Bill Jahr in memory  
     of Shirley List
Dennis & Joyce Jones in memory 
     of Matt Reno
Pam Koski in memory 
     of Shirley Ruhlig
Sara & Paul Larsen in memory 
     of Pauline Winterstein
Warren and Sue Leonard
Noel Massie
Susan & John McIintyre in memory 
     of Jean Grey
Rose McMillan
Therese-Marie Oeming
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Thanks for Giving READ Donors June thru August 2020

Kermit Diggs
Tom & Gail Hawley
Margaret Versteeg

SPONSOR A CHILD

RAISING READERS ACADEMY
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READING STARS
Tom & Gail Hawley

OTHER GRANTS & GIFTS
Iles Charitable Trust
Nexteer Steering the Future Fund

2019-2020 BUSINESS 
PARTNERSHIP 

STORYTELLER SPONSORS
Morley

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND MEMORIALS

Charles M. Stuart in memory 
     of Barbara Weadock
Marie & Jim Stuart
Carol Schultz in memory 
     of Nancy Boelter
Stella Thelen
Luke Yocom
Jerry & Pam Young in memory 
     of Shirley List
Sue Zelinko in memory 
     of Aaron Zelinko

Mary E. Clark
Clara Fehrman
Ruth & Richard King

MARCH CAMPAIGN 

CORONAVIRUS
RESPONSE 
READING PROGRAM
Saginaw Celebrates Summer 
     sponsored by Hemlock 
     Semiconductor
Shedria Blackman
Jim & Sue Kessler

BOOK DONATION
Jennifer Bryant
Chris Giroux
Pamela Maloy
Emily Yeager

Sylvia Reimus 
     in memory of Evelyn Magalski
     in memory of Pauline Winterstein
Kathy & Jack Rogers 
     in memory of Evelyn Magalski
     in memory of Pauline Winterstein
Jeanie & Robert Quinn in memory 
     of Lynne Provenzano

Honorable Patrick & 
     Honorable Barabara Meter
Walt & Janice O’Dell
Therese-Marie & David Oeming
Elinor Saunders
Patricia A. Shaheen

Lou Ann Jakes
Jim & Sue Kessler
Mark & Carol Kraynak
Mike & Amy Lafferty
Mary McGregor

IN KIND
Gardey Financial
Network Services Group
NetSource One
Central Warehouse

Alan & Kitty McKenzie
Clifford Mell

Cynthia Pape 
     in memory of Pauline Winterstein
     in memory of Evelyn Magalski
     in memory of Mark Pirtle
     



           I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.    
   Amount Enclosed:    __$25    __ $50    __ $100   __$250    __Other $ __________ 

 Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________    Phone _____________________
                                                                (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged)

Address ________________________________   City   ___________________   State ______   Zip ___________

Email  _____________________________________________

This Gift is made:   __ In Memory of        __ In Honor of       __ In Celebration of ______________________________             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Person(s) / Family / Occasion

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s):_______________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______  Zip__________

Make general contributions payable to READ Association.
Mail all contributions to: READ Association, 
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203, Saginaw, MI  48607

 
While COVID-19 has affected all of us, one of the most vulnerable
populations that has been affected are seniors living in nursing
homes. In the past, the READ Association has been able to brighten
days each week by sending children to read to residents on a weekly
basis. However, our READing STARS program will likely be
suspended until next school year or when it is completely safe.
During this time, these sweet souls have not been able to have any
visitors, even their families. We think we can help to bring smiles to
many of these precious faces, but we need your help. 
 
The READ Association will be accepting cards, letters, or pictures
from children on an ongoing basis throughout the year. At the end of
each month, we will distribute whatever is received at our office to a
nursing home(s) to distribute to seniors. If the response is abundant,
we will divide them among as many places as possible. Schools that
are meeting face-to-face are encouraged to have their students
participate for an even greater impact. So please pick up a card or
two and either send them to the READ Association (100 S. Jefferson
Avenue, Suite #203, Saginaw, MI) or drop them off in our dropbox on
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am-3:00pm. 
 
Thank you for your help in making a positive difference during a
difficult time. 
 
 
 

You can make your donation using a credit card.  To use PayPal click the “Donate” button on www.READinSaginaw.org
(at the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402. 

FOR THE LOVE OF  READING … SUPPORT READ

Fall 2020

MAKE A SENIOR SMILE TODAY



                                    Coronavirus Protocols
The READ Association Office is practicing COVID-19
safety guidelines as we expand our limited hours to
regular hours. Upon returning, we ask that all visitors
wear a mask and follow any required protocols that will
be posted on our office door. If you have any questions or
concerns during this time, please feel free to call our
office at 989-755-8402.

READ Association of Saginaw County
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203

Saginaw, MI 48607

READ Literacy Mentor Program
andRaising Readers Academy are 
funded in part by the United Way 
of  Saginaw County.

NEWSLETTER SPONSORSUPCOMING EVENTS

Raising Readers Academy
Free family program

When: Wednesdays, starting October 7 or 
    Thursdays, starting October 8

Time: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Where: Online through Zoom;           
                 link will be shared after registration


